
 
Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 

 
Petition Number: PE1307
 
Main Petitioner: Alison Waugh and Jackie Walls 
 
Subject: Male victims of domestic abuse 
 
Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to ensure that all 
publicly funded action on domestic abuse/violence fully address the needs of 
male victims and their children. 

The Scottish Crime and Justice Survey 
The 2008/09 Scottish Crime and Justice Survey contained a module on 
partner abuse. Partner abuse covers both psychological and physical abuse. 
The definition used in the survey of psychological abuse includes emotional, 
financial and other forms of psychological abuse, while the definition of 
physical abuse includes sexual and other forms of physical abuse.  The 
figures given in following section of this briefing are taken from the partner 
abuse module of this survey. 

Gender Differences in Domestic Abuse 
The survey reports that  “…since the age of 16, 18% of those who had at least 
one partner had experienced one of the forms of partner abuse and five per 
cent of those who had a partner or were in contact with an ex-partner in the 
last 12 months reported experiencing at least one form of partner abuse in the 
last 12 months….Experience of partner abuse in the last 12 months was 
similar for males and females (both five per cent)”. 
 
A higher percentage of women (91%) said they had experienced at least one 
form of psychological abuse than men (71%) since the age of 16. On average, 
women had experienced over three forms while men had experienced 
between one and two of the forms of psychological abuse since the age of 16.                            
 
The difference between men and women was particularly marked for: 

• Being repeatedly put down so they felt worthless (58% of women 
compared with 19% of men);  

• Having a partner threatening to hurt them (43% of women compared 
with 14% of men);  

• Having a partner stopping them having their fair share of household 
money or taking money from them (26% of women compared with 6% 
of men);  

• Having a partner threatening to kill them (17% of women reported this 
compared with 5% of men). 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1307.htm
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/12/14103249/0


 

Women were more likely to mention most forms of psychological impacts as a 
result of partner abuse, particularly: 

• More than twice as many women said they suffered psychological or 
emotional problems such as difficulty sleeping or nightmares, 
depression or low self esteem (43% compared with 18% men);  

• Three times as many women reported fear, anxiety and panic attacks 
(24% compared with eight per cent of men). 

Men (50%) were more likely than women (31%) to say they experienced none 
of the listed psychological effects. They were also more likely to say they did 
not wish to answer whether they had suffered psychological impacts. 
 
More than seven in ten (72%) of those experiencing any form of partner abuse 
since the age of 16, experienced physical abuse. A similar percentage of 
women (73%) and men (71%) who experienced any form of partner abuse 
since the age of 16 said they had experienced at least one form of physical 
abuse since the age of 16. 
 
There were two physical impacts of the most recent / only incident of partner 
abuse which women were more likely than men to experience: 

• A quarter of women (25%) suffered minor bruising or a black eye 
compared with 17% of men;  

• Almost four times as many women reported severe bruising (14% 
compared with three per cent of men). 

In contrast, scratches were reported as an effect of the most recent / only 
incident by 18% of males experiencing any form of partner abuse in the last 
12 months compared with nine per cent of females. 

There were no statistically significant differences between males and females 
saying they experienced none of the listed physical effects or that they did not 
wish to answer. 
 
Research in 2002 ‘Domestic Abuse Against Men in Scotland’ includes a 
summary of the arguments for and against specialist service provision for 
abused men in Scotland.  It concluded that: 
 

“Neither abused men's nor service providers' responses suggested that 
there is presently a need for an agency whose specific remit is to 
support male victims of domestic abuse in Scotland. Neither does there 
currently appear to be a need for refuges for abused men, although 
some male victims would benefit from support and advice regarding 
housing and welfare.” 

 
In June 2009, Professor Marianne Hestor of Bristol University published the 
paper  “Who Does What to Whom? ” which demonstrated that there were 
significant differences between men and women as domestic violence 
perpetrators, with men much more likely to be repeat offenders.  “…the 
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intensity and severity of violent and abusive behaviours from the men was 
much more extreme.  This was also reflected in the nature of the violence 
used…..Men’s violence tended to create a context of fear and related to that, 
control.  This was not similarly the case where women were perpetrators.” 

Government statements on funding and services 
PQ S3W-23659 (2009) by John Wilson MSP asked what funding is in place 
for support services for male victims of domestic violence.  Alex Neil replied 
that:   
 
“There have been no specialist male services tackling domestic abuse 
established in Scotland to date.  However, over £4 million was allocated to 
Victim Support Scotland (VSS) for 2008-09 (an increase of 2% from 2007-08). 
VSS provides practical and emotional support to all victims of crime, including 
men who experience domestic abuse. It is the largest voluntary organisation 
addressing the needs of victims in Scotland.” 
 
In January 2009, Mary Scanlon MSP asked (S3W-19332) whether the 
Scottish Executive plans to provide a helpline, outreach and information 
service for men suffering domestic abuse.  Stewart Maxwell MSP replied that:  
 
“The Scottish Government is aware of the increase in men reporting domestic 
abuse to the police and whether perpetrated by men or women, domestic 
abuse is never acceptable. 
 
Men who contact the Scottish domestic abuse helpline as a victim of domestic 
abuse will be listened to and referred onto a service dedicated to supporting 
male victims of domestic abuse.  There are many professional agencies that 
can be accessed by victims of domestic abuse, regardless of gender, such as 
police and other legal services, NHSScotland and local authority social work 
and housing services etc.  Furthermore, the Scottish Government undertook 
research in 2002 which indicated that there was no demand for specialist 
services for men and that men were not making use of existing services. 
 
However, we continue to keep this matter under review and should the 
situation change with regard to need for specialist services for men, then we 
will consider what response is appropriate.” 
 
Camilla Kidner,  
Senior Research Specialist 
7th January 2010 
 
SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings 
with petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments 
on any petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is 
correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these 
briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent 
changes. 
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